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Katie Ribbens— Staff Writer 
People have been using animals to help one 
another for centuries. Now, service dogs are 
becoming more and more popular. Sioux Center 
News recently featured local vet Kelly Johnson 
and her work with Major, a yellow lab puppy. 
She is conducting basic training exercises with 
him to prepare him for his future service.  When 
he’s ready, he’ll be donated to Partners for 
Patriots, a nonprofit in Anthon, IA, that pairs 
service dogs with disabled veterans. 
 But are there any opportunities for Dordt 
students to partake in this journey? The student 
handbook classifies service animals as “an 
animal that is trained to do work or perform 
tasks for an individual with a disability.”  The 
handbook also allocates that the two recognized 
service animals are dogs and miniature horses. 
It permits service animals on campus and allows 
them to “accompany the student in most aspects 
of campus life, with limited restrictions.” 
However, the handbook is vague as to whether 
service animals in training are allowed the same 
benefits. The dean of students was not able to be 
reached for an interview to clear things up.
 Psychology student Abi Schescke hopes to 
train a service dog in the future. She sees it as 
a valuable learning experience and a means to 
apply what she’s been taught in her classes. 





















Sam Landstra— Staff Writer
Howard Wilson rocks. He rocks in his home, 
he rocks in his truck, and he rocks in his office 
at the end of the workday. 
After the administrative higher ups pack their 
briefcases and head for home, the Vice President 
of Dordt University heads to the classic rock file 
in his iTunes library. His archive of 45 straight 
days of playback holds the iconic sounds of 
Jimi Hendrix, Stevie Nicks, and Pink Floyd, 
amongst others. Keeping things contemporary, 
modern day rockers Jason Isbell and the Drive-
By Truckers mix in with the timeless hits. Even 
Billie Eilish takes a slot in the digital jukebox 
with “Bad Guy”.
Wilson completes paperwork amidst the 
cubicle concert blasting from his computer 
speakers. He might even break out an air guitar 
or two when no one is around, legend has it.
“I admire their energy and passion for their art, 
having grown up through all that.” Wilson said. 
A child of the late ‘50s and ‘60s, Wilson came 
of age amidst revolutionary changes in the world 
of music as bands such as the Beatles pushed 
the boundaries of artistry with rock and roll. 
At the house of a family who took care of him 
after school, Wilson encountered the sensational 
foursome for the first time.
“Classic rock was not classic rock when I heard 
it for the first time. It was cutting edge.” Wilson 
said. “When I was growing up, many Christians 
thought the Beatles were the beginning of the 
apocalypse.”
Society did not collapse, however, and 
Wilson forged a passion for classic rock over 
the decades. He bought Cosmo’s Factory of 
Creedence Clearwater Revival as his first record 
when a teenager. In college, he remembers 
jamming out to Elton John’s “Goodbye Yellow 
Brick Road” with his roommates.
“We remember where we were when we first 
heard it,” Wilson said. “When I listen to classic 
rock it reminds me of high school and college.”
Wilson journeyed through multiple mediums 
of music listening as well. Older records and 
AM radio transitioned to FM and 8-track 
or decrease behavior is a key component 
in training animals and is foundational to 
psychology. Reinforcers often take the form of 
rewards, such as praise or treats.  Punishment 
is a typical means of decreasing behavior, but 
it can come in a form as simple as ignoring bad 
behavior.  
 “It’s like clicker training,” Schescke said. 
“So, you would condition the dog to do a certain 
behavior.”
 Clicker training is a common form of 
positive reinforcement, in which the sound of 
the clicker is paired with the desired behavior, 
known as a bridge signal. A reward is given, so 
the dog knows the behavior the trainer wishes to 
be repeated.
 When asked how training a service dog fits 
into Dordt’s mission, Schescke said, “It’s a cool 
and creative way to impact not only people 
as part of God’s creation, but also animals. 
I think when we have that outlet to train a 
service dog, it can be a really powerful way of 
coming alongside people that are experiencing 
brokenness and helping to redeem and correct 
that.” Since these dogs will be used to aid 
veterans, it is also a way to serve our country. 
 Additionally, Schescke will serve at Dordt 
as an RA next year. She believes having a dog 
will help her in that venture as well.
 “As an RA, I think it would be a great way to 
draw more people in,” Schescke said. “You can 
use that as a mean to build more community, 
and then in turn support people even more.”
 Schescke has considered some potential 
drawbacks of having a dog with her in the dorm. 
The top one she listed was the difficult of caring 
for a dog through the Midwest winters. 
 “But the benefits would greatly outweigh the 
negatives,” Schescke said. “
 I think if a student is responsible enough and 
motivated enough to take on extra 
cassette tapes in the 60s. CDs came in the 
80s, then the Walkman, which Wilson recalls 
measured the “size of a brick”. Now in the 
2020s, with streaming services dominating the 
industry, Wilson holds on to the antiquated CDs 
for their higher bit rate. 
“I know that pretty much makes me a 
dinosaur,” he said. “I’m fully into my geezer-
hood.” 
Workspace jams sessions aside, nothing beats 
live music for Wilson. He knows such after 
working as a concert promoter as part of his job 
at a Canadian Christian college. 
During a show for Geoff Moore & The 
Distance, a Christian rock band, Wilson felt the 
roar of the crowd overpowering the monitors of 
the band while they played their hit song “Why 
Should The Devil (Have All the Good Music)”. 
Standing next to a sound mixer on stage, his 
instruments measured over 100dB. 
“You should be able to recreate great music 
in a live context in a way that interacts with 
people,” Wilson said.
 On top of this, Wilson looks for intricate 
. . .and inspired songwriting born out of the 
Serving through service 
dogs
Howard Wilson rocks
continued on page 3
Influenza and Corona: two different cases
Sydney Brummel—Staff Writer
According to John Hopkins CSSE, over 83,000 
cases of the coronavirus, or 2019-nCoV, have 
been reported worldwide. While the majority of 
these instances are located in mainland China, 
the new sickness has been found in other places, 
including the United States. 
The CDC reports the symptoms of the 2019-
nCoV to be fever, shortness of breath, and a 
cough. Very little is known about the virus 
and its mode of contraction, but it is known to 
spread via person-to-person contact at varying 
levels of contagiousness.
“In terms of symptoms, it looks very much 
like the seasonal flu,” biology professor Jeff 
Ploegstra said. “It can then progress into 
a lower-respiratory infection.” Of all the 
people known to have contracted the virus, 
most are demonstrating only mild symptoms. 
The elderly population, however, is most at 
risk of developing life-threatening health 
complications as a result of the virus.
In comparison to 2019-nCoV, The Washington 
Post revealed that at least 22 million people have 
contracted influenza in the United States. Out of 
that figure, 12,000 have died, as of February 7.
Among the student body, discussions 
have risen over the two illnesses. Despite 
the mysteriousness and clear threat of the 
Coronavirus, many students insist that the flu 
remains a pressing concern.
“In the beginning, I though that it [2019-
nCoV] was getting too much attention, 
especially compared to the flu,” Myriam 
Kalmbach, a sophomore nursing major, said. 
“Once I realized how many people were dying 
from it and everyone who was getting it, I 
understood why.”
“From what I understand, the flu has more 
cases,” said sophomore nursing major Carlie 
Hoekstra. “But that doesn’t mean we should 
disregard the seriousness of the Coronavirus.”
While the comparison between the two 
sicknesses is understandable, Ploegstra 
encourages students to reconsider doing so. 
Influenza is certainly more prevalent within the 
United States, but it is still much more familiar 
than the recent outbreak of the Coronavirus.
“Why are we making this an either-or 
situation?” Ploegstra said. “We should keep 
caring about both of them.”
Overall, the flu has infected more people and 
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Prairie Grass awards night
On Friday, February 21, a handful of ordinary 
students entered the BJ Haan as “regular Joes” 
and emerged as champions. It was an exciting 
night with a variety of great films as well as 
some surprises. 
The Prairie Grass Film Challenge is a 48-hour 
short film challenge that happened in the middle 
of January. On Friday Dordt hosted a screening 
of submitted films and an award ceremony for 
winning films.
“The films this year were some of the best 
we’ve had,” said host and Prairie Grass 
Productions founder Professor Mark Volkers. 
There were several first-time winners this year, 
one of which was Dordt University’s own 
Obscure Studios with their film “Just a Guy.” 
The win was quite unexpected by the team. 
“Some of us on the team weren’t very happy 
with how it [the film] turned out at first,” 
Obscure Studios team member Josiah Culpepper 
said.  “It was definitely a surprise to me that we 
won—a good surprise.” 
 The top two teams in the college category 
this year—Obscure Studios and Placeholder 
Productions—were both from Dordt. “The first 
five years or so of the film challenge no Dordt 
teams won,” Volkers said, “It showed that our 
judges were unbiased, but at the same time it 
was like: ‘Aw, come on Dordt.’ So, it was cool 
to see two Dordt teams up there.” 
 When it comes to the Prairie Grass Film 
Challenge, team-work really does make the 
dream work. “Our team worked really well 
together,” said Nick Hembrough, also from 
Obscure Studios. “We all had different jobs that 
we contributed, and we were just click’n.” 
 While the Prairie Grass awards ceremony 
was especially enjoyable for the winners, it’s 
an opportunity for both rookies and veterans 
to come together and celebrate their love of 
filmmaking. 
“The awards ceremony was really cool,” 
said first time participant and winner of Best 
Production Value, Daniel Ketchelos. “It was 
cool to see how other people’s projects turned 
out.” When asked about the Prairie Grass 
experience as a whole, he said, “Making a film 
in forty-eight hours was a lot harder than I 
thought it would be…I also learned not to shoot 
outside in the freezing cold during a blizzard.” 
 The screening and awards ceremony 
attracts a variety of spectators every year, from 
people in the community, to family and friends 
supporting local teams, to teams traveling from 
other states.
“I thought the films were really good this 
year,” stated Northwestern College student 
Caleb Arnett. “I felt the superhero theme was 
done well in some films, but took away from 
others.” 
the first, the teams were given the same recipe 
on the spot—to the horror and amusement of 
all—French macarons! 
With an hour-and-fifteen-minutes to complete 
their first challenge, the chaos erupted. People 
stumbled over one another to grab the correct 
ingredients, engaging elbows to make paths 
through the mob. The buzzing sound of the 
beater filled the whole 55th. At one table, a 
student attempted to demonstrate to his baking 
partner how to separate an egg yolk from the 
white. 
One student asked, “Is there a strategy?” to 
which they received the adamant reply, “There 
is no strategy!!” 
Many Kuyper apartments volunteered their 
ovens for the bakers to use. The sound of feet 
flying up and down the hallways filled the 
building as they rushed to get things baked. 
“I can taste the powdered sugar in the air right 
now,” said Thorsteinson to his live audience. 
The macarons came out in a variety of 
shades—Dordt colors, mint, pink. One turned 
out as a descriptively “turquoise mosaic” on the 
parchment paper. 
As the challenge progressed, some groups 
Haemi Kim and Allison Wordes — Staff Writers
On Saturday, February 22, The LCAs held 
their Great Bake-off challenge in Kuyper 
Apartments. The 55th lobby filled with 
streamers, long tables, and a string of British 
flags—a nod towards the event’s inspiration. 
Stacks of butter and cartons of eggs sat piled 
high in preparation for the upcoming challenges. 
An array of kitchen utensils covered the tables, 
including whisks, measuring spoons, spatulas, 
and even a stand mixer. 
Jake Thorsteinston and Nicole Wichhart 
hosted for the event, snazzily dressed and ready 
for action with their microphones and personal 
cameraman following them. Teams had names 
like “UCA (United Cakes of America),” “All or 
Muffin,” and “Whisk Taker” which they wore 
on name stickers. Overall there were 16 groups 
with two through six people in a team. Some of 
them wore aprons, matching shirts, bandanas, 
etc. 
At 6pm sharp, the mood shifted when the 
music switched from Disney to intense British 
cooking show soundtrack: “Welcome to the 
Great LCA Bake-off!” The bake-off was live-
streamed on Dordt Student Activities’ Instagram 
for viewers to watch from the comfort of their 
own couches if they didn’t want to come 
experience the excitement firsthand.
The event comprised of two challenges: a 
technical challenge and a creative challenge. 
The rules were simple, bake the given recipe, 
arrange it on the red square plate provided, bring 
it on the golden table before the time is up. For 
The great LCA bake-off
Contributed Photo
started to panic. Some began second batches. 
One group attempted to decorate their mistakes 
with fruit. One of the teams, the Oven Man, 
made it just in time to the golden table with 
twelve seconds left on the clock. 
“It’s a scandal and a half,” said participant 
Christianna Marcy, displaying her team’s 
creation. 
The second challenge was creativity, which 
meant that the groups had more freedom. 
The theme was chocolate cake. 
After washing their mixing bowls, measuring 
cups, and utensils, each group got out their own 
recipes.
As the challenge started, people rushed back 
and forth to their assigned rooms to preheat 
ovens. Unlike the first challenge, with each 
team having the same recipe and doing the 
same things, every team’s activities were 
unique this time. Some printed out a recipe 
from online, while others brought their own or 
a special family recipe. 
Even though the LCA provided them with 
some ingredients—cocoa powder, flour, sugar 
and baking powder—the participants also 
brought their own unique ingredients like 
raspberry, peanut butter, coffee, zucchini, and 
even a sprig of fresh mint planted in a pot. 
These items began materializing from under the 
worktables.
Going around the table, the MCs asked 
questions about these different ingredients.  
Time went by and while the teams were 
continuing their challenge, 55th had opened 
and more students came to Kuyper. Some were 
surprised to see what was going on. Some of 
them saw their friends and got to take a closer 
look at their baking while others were accosted 
by the MCs and asked to comment on the 
previously made macaroons for the live stream.
After two-hours were up, teams cleaned off 
their table and set their cakes neatly on the table. 
While they were cleaning up, the judges started 
their first silent-judging for the macaroons. The 
judges for the Great LCA Bake-off this year 
were Paul Fessler, a history professor; Manuela 
Ayee, an engineering professor; Mihret De 
Jong, a Global Ed Office staff, and Chef Nick, 
the commons dining hall chef. 
During the silent-judging, judges went around 
the golden table tasting different macarons and 
commenting on each team’s paper and giving 
points on consistency, creativity, and taste. Then 
came the chocolate cakes. As each team went 
up to the judge’s table, they briefly explained 
their cake and the judges made comments.
Comments ranged from “It is nice and moist.” 
to “This is terrible.” Students had to prepare 
for realism from the judges, especially from 
Fessler. Fessler played hard to impress as he 
commented on how he disliked the color of 
the cake or that a cupcake is not technically a 
“cake.” 
The finalist for the macaron contest was the 
“Hungry, Hungry Hippos,” and the winner of 
the creative contest was “Cake or Muffin.”
Receiving high rankings in both categories, 
“UCA” (United Cakes of America) took home 
the distinction of winner overall.
“I can taste the 
powdered sugar 
in the air 
right now” 
Tabetha DeGroot — Staff Writer
The superhero-related prompts were definitely 
an added element to this year’s film challenge. 
Some teams went with the classic comic book 
scenario while others chose to add their own 
twist on the theme. Both approaches produced 
very different but award-wining films. 
 All good things must come to an end, and 
the climax of the night came to a resolution 
as teams and fans trickled out if the BJ Haan. 
Some held giant paper checks, others smuggled 
out cheese and crackers from the hors d’oeuvres 
table. But for those that attended the PGFC 
awards ceremony, they carried with them the 
memories of the night and inspiration for next 
year.
“It was definitely a 
surprise to me that we 
won—a good surprise.”
“The films this year 
were some of the 
best we’ve had”
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. . .volunteer work outside of their already 
rigorous academics, then that should be 
allowed.”  
 Only time will tell if this fantasy will 
become a reality. All that’s needed are a few 
trailblazers.. . .was worth their time.”
When choosing a performance order, Blauw 
sat in front of a large whiteboard and listed 
every possible order she could think of. She 
had much to consider when deciding an order 
-- the style of music, the energy to play it, key 
changes and more.
“I’m a chronic overthinker and processor,” 
Blauw said. 
When she decided on a working order, she 
took a picture of the whiteboard and sent it to 
Vorhes to revise. 
This last big performance at Dordt is both 
surreal and bittersweet to Blauw. 
“It will change the dynamic of my last couple 
months here, definitely,” she said. 
Blauw said she has learned a lot about 
perseverance and endurance by playing the 
harp. It always involves hard work, no matter 
how many recitals she prepares for. 
“Every time, I expect it will be easier, but 
every recital is just so different,” she said. 
Vorhes thinks preparing for a musical 
recital teaches many lessons. It teaches life-
planning skills because Blauw must fit time to 
practice into her already busy schedule, which 
includes eight hours of student teaching every 
day followed by an hour or more of choir 
rehearsals three days a week. It also teaches 
about the relationship between the audience and 
performer.
“You learn how to share who you are through 
a piece of music without exposing your entire 
self,” Vorhes said. 
Blauw loves the way people react each time 
she shows up to any performance with her 
harp. She especially loves the awed faces and 
comments children make. 
“The shock factor is really fun,” she said. “I 
never get over that.”
She also enjoys explaining the harp pedals to 
bewildered observers. Pedals control sharps and 
flats on the harp, which means each accidental 
is played with the feet. 
“It’s a crazy time,” Blauw said. “It looks 
beautiful in my hands, but my feet are going 
crazy while I try not to make too much noise.”
Vorhes is proud of all Bauw has accomplished 
during her four years at Dordt and is sad that 
their time working together is coming to an end. 
After Dordt, Blauw hopes to continue playing 
the harp. She is considering getting her master’s 
degree in harp performance. From there, 
she would love to teach private harp lessons 




Spencer Short— Staff Writer
Resident Assistants are a large part of 
everyone’s experience here on campus, even 
if they often seem to be just another face in 
the wing. From wing events, to hall events, 
to keeping the peace, these students are an 
important piece of the Dordt community that 
many can’t do without.
 But how does one become an R.A.? How do 
you apply? What’s the process like? If accepted, 
what exactly do you do?
 Isaiah deRegt, a sophomore business 
administration and Spanish student, was one of 
many R.A. hopefuls when Student Services put 
out the call for students to apply for the 2020-
2021 semester.
 “I really wanted to be an RA because seeing 
them as a visitor and watching them interact 
and know the name of everyone, it’s something 
I enjoyed.” DeRegt said, “R.A.s promote the 
type of community and behavior that I see as 
what brought me to Dordt.” 
 The process to apply for such a position is 
relatively simple, but very important. 
It requires one application from student 
services, recommendations from a current 
RA and a Dordt faculty member, an updated 
resume, and an interview with administration.
It sounds like applying for a job when 
attempting to become an R.A., and that’s 
because it is. Being a Resident Assistant 
qualifies as an on-campus work-study, requiring 
many other obligations besides just sitting in 
the lobby and carrying around a cell-phone for 
student emergencies.
The process to become an 
R.A.
Resident Assistants, according to the official 
application, are required to be “open-minded 
and flexible,” be “confident in self,” and “show 
spiritual maturity and a consistent Christian 
lifestyle.” As with all other Dordt endeavors, 
“every square inch” is front-and-center in the 
R.A. process. Many current R.A.s lead group 
Bible studies as part of a movement started by 
Aaron Baart last semester.
 Some, however, feel that the process to 
becoming an R.A. isn’t open enough and there 
are some issues with the vetting process of how 
students are chosen. Many students cite a recent 
example of an RA getting caught with alcohol 
in their room. According to Dordt’s Student 
Handbook, “The consumption or possession 
of alcoholic beverages by anyone is prohibited 
on campus or in university-controlled areas, 
[or] in university-approved housing facilities… 
Residents who discover a violation of the 
university’s alcohol policy are to report it to 
residence life staff.”
 But despite recent RA troubles and the fact 
that he was passed over for the position, deRegt 
remains hopeful. “I’m looking towards how he 
[God] will use my talents in the future, since he 
didn’t seem to have a position in Residence Life 
in his plan for me.”
 Although positions have already been filled 
for the 2020-2021 semester, Student Services 
urges anyone who feels that they could serve 
the Dordt community well in a Residence Life 
to apply when able.
Wilson rocks cont.
. . .artist and their experiences, rather than 
cookie-cutter singles engineered for commercial 
success. 
 “I always think about, what is the artist 
trying to say?” Wilson said.
Because of this, Wilson finds value in almost 
all genres of music. Yet he often finds himself at 
odds with viral pop hits and CCM. 
 “I think it’s become almost a cultural 
cul-de-sac,” Wilson said. “A lot of Christian 
contemporary music is written, I would say, for 
the soccer mom culture. It’s built for radio.”
 After turning off the music in his office, 
cont. from pg.1
. . . resulted in more deaths than the 2019-
nCoV this year. The former illness should 
certainly be taken seriously and treated with 
due diligence and precaution. The concern for 
the latter, though, results from its unfamiliarity 
and alarming death rate.
“The coronavirus’ death rate is very high 
compared to the flu, and we really don’t know 
much about it,” Ploegstra said. “It’s new. 
It hasn’t had the opportunity to impact the 
population as much as the flu.”
John Hopkins CSSE reports that out of the 
over 80,000 confirmed cases of 2019-nCoV , 
nearly 3,000 have been fatal. This statistic, of 
course, does not take into account unreported 
Corona Virus cont.
cont. from pg.1
Yee Lim Shin —Staff Writer
Music blared in the background as students 
tried out different foods and games. People in 
referee shirts used cannons to shoot t-shirts over 
the crowd and students in bright green shirts 
were serving food and helping with games. 
Hoops Happening, which took place on 
February 25, is a yearly event sponsored by 
Pepsi through Creative Dining and held in the 
Dordt rec center. It’s a time where students can 
go and eat food, play games, and win raffle 
prizes. 
“Hoops Happening is an event we throw for 
the students every year just because we like 
to do something in the spring to break up the 
monotony of it,” said Nick Lawrence, Dordt 
Dining’s Executive Chef.
Volunteers from the football team, Student 
Services, and Student Government contributed 
to the event. Two football players served 
as the emcees for the evening and Student 
Government having a booth for people to give 
recommendations for future Hoops Happenings. 
Staff from the Commons served food or 
helping with games at different booths. Games 
included Skee-Ball, Plinko, Cornhole, and an 
inflatable obstacle course. Students roamed 
between booths carrying walking tacos, 
pulled pork, cotton candy, and snow cones. A 
carnival and basketball theme gave the event 
a lighthearted, fun atmosphere for students to 
enjoy. 
“I think, just in general, it was a fun event 
to have to kind of break up the year because 
it’s getting close to spring break,” Commons 
student manager Kendall Snyder said.  
During Hoops Happening, the emcees 
announced multiple raffle for various prizes. 
The general prizes ranged from a cookie jar, 
a box of laundry supplies, to iPads and PS4s. 
A Nintendo Switch was awarded as the grand 
prize. Towards the end of the event, many 
students competed in a large game of knock-out 
for a 40-inch TV.  
 “It was really fun because I saw a lot of 
people just having a good time.” Snyder said, 
“I think it was a really good opportunity to meet 
new friends or get to know people better.”  
instances and misunderstood deaths.
“Anytime you have something new crop up, 
you should give it its time,” Ploegstra said.
As experts continue to learn more about 
the coronavirus, students are encouraged to 
continue to practice good hygiene and be 
mindful of the symptoms associated with the 
sickness. At the same time, they should remain 
mindful of the concern over the influenza.
Wilson leaves for home himself. An encore 
performance by Jason Isbell plays in his truck 
on the ride back.




page 4 page 5
· Arts & Entertainment·
their relationship than he has previously let on.
 It is amazing to see how far The Clone 
Wars has come from its first season. The 
clunky, awkward mechanics of the animations 
continually got better throughout the first six 
seasons until, finally, it has reached its zenith 
in this final era. I was pleased to see that they 
created more realistic facial expressions for the 
characters, made their movements more human, 
and improved the animation so that hair, 
clothes, and plants are no longer stationary. 
Additionally, the animators made scenes that are 
very artistically done in terms of the setting and 
background. It follows the overall aesthetic of 
the Star Wars Saga closely, while still creating 
something new for fans to take in visually.
 The characters of The Clone Wars have 
always been well-developed, but this season 
feels even more so. The new clones introduced 
were interesting, unique, and enhanced the 
overall story of the war. Returning characters 
were consistent, but even more developed. 
Anakin, for example, is still the Anakin of the 
previous seasons, but he is making obvious 
movements towards the Anakin we see in 
Revenge of the Sith. Obi-Wan has also aged 
a bit, looking and acting more like Ewan 
McGregor’s rendition of the character in terms 
of style and expressions.
 Overall, this season shows a great deal of 
promise for long-time Clone Wars fans and 
newcomers alike. The extra time spent on 
this season has paid off in almost every way 
possible. With a wide fan base and a well-
thought out trio of arcs, it is sure to hold up well 
against other Disney+ original shows like The 
Mandalorian.
Gretchen Lee — Staff Writer
 After several years of waiting, petitioning, 
and refreshing twitter for news, the hit sci-fi 
series, Star Wars: The Clone Wars is back for 
its seventh and final season on Disney+.
 When the show was first cancelled back 
in 2014, fans were shocked. Lucasfilm had 
mentioned several times that they were hoping 
to extend the show into Order 66, the famous 
scene from Revenge of the Sith where Emperor 
Palpatine wipes out the Jedi Order. At the time 
of cancellation, the show hadn’t even begun 
to breach the topic, leaving the audience 
disappointed and without closure. However, 
when Disney announced their new streaming 
service, Disney+, an announcement of the 
seventh season of The Clone Wars quickly 
followed, promising the fulfillment of director 
Dave Filoni’s original plan. Three new story 
arcs will be made available to fans: exploring 
a group of clone troopers called “The Bad 
Batch,” following Ahsoka to see what she did 
after leaving the Jedi Order, and watching the 
siege of Mandalore. 
 For this review, I watched the first two 
episodes of the new season, entitled “The Bad 
Batch” and “A Distant Echo.” These episodes 
follow Rex, Cody, and a group of clones with 
special mutations that give them desirable 
traits, like super strength or incredible hearing 
capabilities. These X-Men of the Clone Wars 
are tasked by Commander Cody to take out a 
Separatist base that has been predicting clone 
troop movements and maneuvers through some 
unknown algorithm. In the midst of destroying 
this base, Rex discovers that Echo, a friend he 
thought was dead, is still alive. The crew heads 
out on a rescue mission to find Echo and bring 
him home. In the meantime, Anakin has a chat 
with his wife, Senator Padme Amidala, and 
Obi-Wan reveals that he knows more about 
We’ve done our waiting, 6 
years of it
Gretchen Lee— Staff Writer
 At first, I was not excited to see Call of 
the Wild. The CGI dog in the trailer was a big 
turn-off, and I wasn’t particularly in the mood 
to watch Harrison Ford play a gruff, surly 
character; he already acts like that off the big 
screen. I walked into the theatre with a bit of a 
chip on my shoulder, but I left with tears in my 
eyes and a new perspective on life. I couldn’t 
have been more wrong about this film.
 Call of the Wild follows the journey of a 
large dog named Buck. He begins his life as the 
pet of a rich mayor in the southern United States 
before being captured by thieves who sell big 
dogs to gold hunters in the Yukon to be used 
in dog sled teams. Though Buck is abused on 
the journey to Alaska, his spirit is not broken 
and he is adopted by a kind mail-runner and 
his wife. From there, Buck is passed between 
several owners of varying kindness until he 
finds a depressed John Thornton with whom he 
forms a special bond. As the two travel together, 
Buck leads Thornton towards closure regarding 
the death of his son, and Thornton leads Buck 
towards the irresistible call of the wild Alaskan 
valleys.
 To answer the question that I know has you 
all very concerned: no, the dog does not die. If 
the dog had died, this review would have a very 
different tone. 
 This movie is fantastic in so many ways. 
While the human characters were not super 
well-developed, this move kept the focus on 
Buck. The exploration of an animal psyche 
throughout the course of his “return” to the wild 
was incredibly fascinating and executed in such 
a simple but meaningful way. 
 The “call of the wild” was represented by a 
large, black wolf that Buck saw at key moments 
in the movie where he needed to act on instinct 
and rely on his own abilities. The more Buck 
begins to embrace his inner wildness, the less 
Harrison Ford and his fluffy 
friend
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he sees his wolf. Thornton’s development 
throughout the movie was also well done and 
meaningful; we are able to watch him heal and 
find joy in life again as he travels with Buck.
 The CGI for the dogs was, at times, 
a bit cheesy. However, it very accurately 
captured the mannerisms of real dogs while 
still effectively portraying the emotions and 
thoughts of Buck without the use of speech. The 
fact that they were able to convey such emotion 
and understanding though processing in an 
animated dog is absolutely incredible. The rest 
of the CGI used to create settings and scenes 
was flawless. The score was also near-perfect, 
evoking strong emotions from the audience.
 Overall, this movie is a wonderful 
exploration of the relationships between man 
and dog, a dog and his wild instincts, and man 
and the wild. The execution was excellent, the 
emotional impact was incredible, and the movie 
was, overall, wholesome.
Ella Rynders: 2028 Pantone
Evangeline Colarossi- Staff Writer
A distinct pop of color emanated from the art 
display from the past week, with little variation 
in the cheerful colors from each piece of art. The 
title “2028 Pantone” reveals the central color of 
the exhibit, thawing the cold winter atmosphere 
with its floral designs and blushing shades. 
 “I hope the warm shades of red, orange, and 
yellow filling this gallery communicate joy, 
wonder, and intrigue,” wrote Ella Rynders, as 
an introduction to her senior art exhibit. 
 “I have always been drawn to bright, warm 
colors when creating art, buying clothes, 
or decorating my apartment,” Rynders 
said. “Pantone 2028 C is a warm red color 
that I find occurs the most in my selections, 
so I wanted to make a gallery installation that 
revolved around this color.”
 Rynders’ favorite piece from this art show 
was a blooming setup. Contrasting white with 
her typical vibrant colors, she constructed 3D 
sculptures of Pantone chips, one of which was 
the namesake of the art display. Yellows, reds, 
and oranges were exposed in floral bouquets 
that were assembled around the sculpture. 
 Rynders’ art included natural designs from 
flowers, fruits, and plants, taking the natural 
color of these things and expanding it. 
“I believe that color is irreplaceable in a world 
where it is slowly growing extinct,” she said.   “
 Color can sway thinking, change emotions, 
and cause reactions. It can irritate or soothe 
your eyes, raise your blood pressure, or 
suppress your appetite.  Color is one of the most 
powerful forms of communication.” 
 Rynders communication isn’t just through 
a viewer’s interpretation of the art. Her show 
also included aspects from her wedding, as 
she created her own digital designs for the 
invitations and other printouts. Her distinct 
colors are found within these.
 Rynders’ art show consists of Linocut block 
prints, paintings, digital design pieces, and 
a sculpture. Though she enjoys all of these 
mediums, her favorites are digital design and 
printmaking. She was aware of the possibility 
of an art show last semester but was not given 
a showing date or proposal acceptance until 
January 14th. Since then, she has been working 
to put together this collection of pieces. 
 “I have loved being artistic from a young 
age, but I didn’t decide to major in Art/Graphic 
Design until Christmas break of my freshman 
year at Dordt,” Rynders said.
 During her freshman year at Dordt, Rynders 
took a graphic design class, which prompted 
her to change majors from Public Relations 
to Graphic Design. The Graphic Design major 
allows students to receive a degree in fine arts as 
well. Students take courses focusing on a range 
of mediums. Digital design classes are the core 
focus, but are supported with drawing, painting, 
photography, art history, and printmaking. 
 Taking such a variety of classes “has 
made my experience different than many 
other graphic design majors I know at other 
universities,” Rynders said. “Dordt has blessed 
me with a wide range of experiences and skills 
to put toward my graphic design work in the 
future.”
 Rynders graduated from Dordt in December 
and is currently working at Sanford Health in 
Sioux Falls, SD as a graphic design intern. At 
the end of the semester, Rynders will move to 
Sioux Falls and continue her work at Sanford in 
a full-time position.
On Friday, March 6, Dordt’s Concert Choir 
will depart on a tour of the Northeast until 
March 16. The choir will travel from Iowa to 
Michigan, Ontario, Canada, Vermont, New 
Jersey, and New York. They will be performing 
concerts for churches, chapels, and assemblies 
for Christian schools. 
 “The primary purposes of music tours 
are, one, to share with as many people as 
possible, through our song and our staying 
with host families, the joy that is ours as sons 
and daughters of the King. Two, to represent 
Dordt University in a way that reflects Dordt’s 
mission and the Christ-centered education that 
we receive here, and three, to be an outstanding 
choir and perform with the highest level of 
excellence possible at every opportunity,” said 
Professor Smit, director of the choir. 
 But tour isn’t all work and no play. While on 
tour, the choir members will have a chance to 
spend most of Friday, March 13, in New York 
City where they can enjoy some exploring. 
After giving a performance in the afternoon, 
they will have the opportunity to attend a 
Broadway musical, choosing between Wicked 
or Phantom of the Opera. They will also be 
stopping by Niagara Falls. 
“[I’m] looking forward to getting to know new 
members [of the choir] and visiting a lot of new 
states,” Kate Lodeweyk, an alto two in the choir, 
said. “Broadway is going to be pretty great, too. 
Tour is a blessing. Last year I was so blessed by 
the hospitality of church members that hosted 
us. They didn’t know us but welcomed us into 
their homes, fed us, got to know us, and made 
us feel welcome. Honestly, the hospitality of 
these people showed me the love in the body of 
Christ, and that was beautiful.” 
“I am always inspired by the hard work 
of students to sing their best day after day,” 
Smit said. “I love the opportunity we have to 
continually polish and improve our performance 
as the tour progresses. The high level of music-
making we are able to achieve by the end of 
tour and for the home concert and after-tour 
recording session is always a joy to be a part 
of.” 
“Meeting new people, bonding as a choir, 
experiencing a new part of the country, and 
singing for Dordt alumni all over the country is 
a true privilege,” Lodewyk said. 
Dordt’s Concert Choir will perform a 
homecoming concert on Friday, March 20 at 
7:30 pm in the B.J. Haan auditorium.
Concert Choir to tour the 
Northeast 
Hannah Van Otterloo— Staff Writer
Jaclyn Vander Waal
 The 4th Avenue Singers entered the stage 
wearing all black for Friday’s concert. A curve 
of music stands and microphones lined the B.J. 
Auditorium stage with the 4th Avenue Band set 
up behind. 
 The Dordt University jazz ensembles took 
their turns entertaining the audience. They then 
came together to conclude the program with 
two joint songs. 
 “The power of both groups coming together 
is certainly strong, and it is a very satisfying 
way to wrap up each jazz concert,” said Ryan 
Smit, director of the 4th Avenue Singers.
 He and 4th Avenue Band director Kevin 
Linder do not find much music written for a full 
jazz choir and jazz band, but they tackled the 
challenge in order to create this experience. 
 Senior Selena Munson, a member of the 
4th Ave Singers and a business administration 
major, participated in the collaboration. 
 “I absolutely love the opportunity we have 
to sing with the jazz band,” she said. “These 
songs are the most fun to perform. It’s so easy 
to imagine I’m living in the ’40s and singing the 
latest hits.”
 Smit describes how creating jazz is different 
than singing or playing for more traditional 
ensembles. Typically, they are much smaller 
groups that use microphones to emphasize the 
lighter and sometimes breathier sounds and 
“tight, complex harmonies” of jazz. 
 “Jazzy harmonies can be really tricky. The 
notes you sing sometimes clash with the singer 
right next to you, so there is an interesting 
dynamic of staying focused on your own pitch 
while still being aware of what everyone else 
is doing,” Munson said. “When a chord really 
‘clicks’ and everyone is perfectly in tune, it is 
super satisfying.”
 Although difficult, jazz is meant to create a 
more relaxed sound. 
Dordt snaps alongside the 4th 
Ave jazz ensembles
 “The jazz atmosphere in general is more laid 
back, and it helps that you are playing with a 
smaller group of people,” said sophomore Sarah 
Holmberg, a 4th Avenue Band member and 
plant science major. 
 Munson said one of her favorite aspects of 
jazz choir is how interactive it is. In addition, 
she has experienced how this connection as 
a smaller group of singers creates lasting 
relationships.
 “Since we don’t have a conductor to watch 
during our concerts, we have to rely on each 
other to stay together,” she said. “This results in 
a really cool bond that I feel with each member 
of this group.”
 Jazz evokes many feelings– from the 
director, the musicians and the audience.
 “Jazz is a complex style of music,” Holmberg 
said. “It is able to pull many different emotions 
from you and tell many stories at the same 
time.”
 Smit notices that jazz music gets his body 
moving. 
 “I do admit that my fingers snap more, my 
toes tap more, and my hips swing more with 
jazz music,” Smit said.
 Munson also loves how jazz invites the 
audience to engage with the music. 
 “We sing some American classics and jazz 
standards, but we also like to throw in a little pop 
music as well,” she said. “When you come to 
one of our concerts, you are almost guaranteed 
to recognize at least one song.”
 Smit thinks this atmosphere bridges people 
together.
 “Jazz music is a truly American invention, so 
participating in jazz -- whether you are singing 
or watching --connects you to a heritage and 
history that is uniquely American,” he said. 
“And, of course, it’s just plain fun.”
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was particularly poignant at Dordt University, 
a college also located in a small, religious, and 
farming town. 
“I haven’t gone to a lot of the theatre 
productions while I’ve been here, but of the 
ones I’ve gone to, this one was definitely the 
most emotionally involving and I really enjoyed 
it,” said sophomore Nicholas Hembrough. “It 
had you on the edge of your seat through the 
whole thing.”
Theater professor Laurel Koerner, who began 
teaching at Dordt in August, directed the cast 
of six actors. The small cast meant each actor 
had individual moments to shine and together 
they created an outstanding ensemble. From 
Gerrit Vandyk’s subtle physical twitches as a 
recovering addict to the natural Amish accents 
used by the rest of the cast, the many small 
details established a level of authenticity that 
helped the play’s more dramatic moments to 
ring true.
 And dramatic moments were not in short 
supply throughout the play. The story deals 
with heavy materials, with much of the conflict 
igniting from the dark evils of death and rape.  
For example, Junior Johanna Christensen’s 
character is placed in the center of all this 
conflict, being unjustly exiled from her Amish 
community for suffering a terrible crime and 
returning after the death of her two brothers. 
Such drastic circumstances could have easily 
twisted into shallow melodrama, but the 
restrained script and Christensen’s truthful 
performance crafted an authentic, captivating 
character.
Even more impressive, this level of character 
development and acting is maintained through 
every aspect of the play. Each character 
in the play undergoes a unique spiritual 
journey, grappling with different themes of 
guilt, forgiveness, justice, faith, doubt, and 
redemption.
Everything is Wonderful does not flinch 
Harrison Burns — Staff Writer
At one point in Everything is Wonderful, 
Dakota Klein’s character remarks on how 
noisy the world has become. This observation 
fits within the context of the play, being set in 
an Amish community during our present age, 
but it also embodies the anxiety of the modern 
audience member engulfed in the noise of our 
digital age.  
Dordt’s production of Chelsea Marcantel’s 
play, Everything is Wonderful, created a respite 
from this noise. It was a quiet play but certainly 
not lifeless. This story of a pious Amish family 
shattered by evil and their journey to pick up 
the pieces was as moving as it was challenging.
 Despite the Amish setting and culture that 
grounds the entire play, Everything is Wonderful 
did not feel foreign or unapproachable. If 
anything, the religious backdrop of the play 
Everything Is Wonderful
away from these hard topics and the ending 
doesn’t perfectly resolve these deep questions 
either. And while this may have been initially 
frustrating, it was also one of the plays that 
has greatest strengths. Though it is rich in 
religious ideas, the play wisely does not preach 
to the audience. Instead, it explores the delicate 
themes, allowing the audience to walk alongside 
the characters in their pain and confusion.
 Though the play does not hide the ugliness 
of the sin, it also points to grace and hope. 
Marcantel’s dialogue balances the bleakness 
with much needed levity and laughs. The 
ending is not a Disney resolution that rides into 
the sunset, but it’s also brimming with hope. 
There is no “back to normal” for the family, and 
if there was it would likely cheapen the play’s 
impact, but there is a beautiful reconciliation.
 Dordt University’s President, Eric Hoekstra, 
offered a ringing endorsement of the production 
after seeing the opening night performance, 
tweeting “Faculty and Students- you DO NOT 
want to miss this play!!!” with a picture of the 
program.
 Christensen’s character observes that the 
phrase “Everything is Wonderful” is coding for 
shut up in her family.  While this purposeful 
ignorance is an obstacle in the play, on a more 
meta-level, the title could be directed at the 
audience. The message is perhaps crafted more 
gently--simply be quiet and listen--but it was 
a clear invitation from the play and the many 
talented people who produced it.  
An invitation to take a break from the noise 




What it takes for TX
Yage Wang  — Staff Writer
 strong beat echoes in the aerobics room. 
 Several Dordt students dance as the wooden 
floor reflects the dazzling ceiling lights.
Prior to the highly-anticipated annual TX 
talent show event held Saturday, February 29, 
many candidates devoted every bit of their free 
time to practicing their performances. 
 The group “Formed by Immigrants” (FBI) is 
one of the finalists for TX. This dancing group 
was formed by Grace Lee, a senior psychology 
student. 
 Lee started asking around last fall to find 
people who were interested in making a team 
with her. The seven members of FBI met up two 
to three times per week to practice for almost 
two months. For college students who all have 
different majors and schedules, gathering for 
meeting and practice is a big commitment. 
Everyone has been working on memorizing 
their dance moves.
“We want to make it a good performance,” 
Lee said, “so we ask the people involved to be 
committed to this.”  
 During each practice, Lee has to speak 
louder than the music so other members can 
hear her suggestions. During certain parts of the 
performance they need to present with serious 
faces, and in other parts they need to stomp 
up among the nations, to strike revival in their 
hearts. Ko prays that these thing would happen 
in spite of the people’s persecution. 
 “I felt that God was so pleased to receive our 
prayers because there are not many who are 
willing to pray for unreached people groups,” 
Ko said. 
However, the goal for the meetings, Ko said, 
was not just prayer but to also go and bring the 
good news to other nations. Back in 2014, six 
people from the meetings went on mission trips 
to different countries, such as Turkey, China, 
and Jordan.
After serving in China for a year and a half as 
well as completing his Korean military service, 
Ko returned to Dordt and revived Prayer for the 
Nations because God laid it on his heart. 
Ko’s goal for the meetings remains much the 
same, but he also wants to see mission revival 
on the campus. 
Another student is asked to read off the 
current situation of the Uyghur people and the 
reason as to why they are persecuted, as well 
as to offer a prayer and verse for God to work 
as Ko plays instrumental background music and 
guides a PowerPoint. 
After the student finishes, Ko dives into why 
he feels so strongly for these people. He talks 
about his experiences there and an anecdote of a 
friend he made while there who touched his life.
The Prayer for Nations finishes by all the 
student praying amongst themselves for God’s 
intervention in the hearts of these people. The 
meeting ends and the students go their separate 
ways, but the Uyghur remain in their hearts. 
Anthony Siegrist— Staff Writer
In a room with walls covered in Bible verses, 
inspirational quotes, and prayers for the world, 
a group of five sit in the shape of a broken 
pentagon on a rug with the world printed on 
it. Soft yellow light, emitted from spotlights, 
illuminates the room in spotty areas, creating 
an intimate environment. 
Wooden shades mask two corners of the 
Prayer Room like the confession box of a 
Catholic church, shielding prayers from prying 
eyes and devoting them wholeheartedly to God. 
Sung Jae Ko, an international student from 
South Korea, begins by asking a fellow student 
to open in prayer. The student uses his prayer 
to ask God to help the Chinese province of 
Xinjiang, specifically the Uyghur people, 
Turkic-speaking Muslims are being persecuted 
by the Chinese government. 
After the prayer is finished, Ko leads his 
small congregation in worship, handing out the 
printed lyrics to the three songs—the title of one 
is in English but also inscribed with Korean. 
Ko is the son of missionaries from South 
Korea who currently evangelize in Mongolia. 
When Ko first came to Dordt, he created the 
“Prayer for the Nations” group in the Fall of 
2011 with two other international students.  
“God gave us so much passion to share [our] 
heart for the nations that we just began to tell 
any people in the campus to join the prayer 
meeting!” Ko said.
For three years, Ko and the other members 
of the meetings gathered to worship and pray 
specifically for the nations of the world.
As the chords from Ko’s guitar reverberate 
throughout the room and begin to fade, he lifts 
his voice as if willing it to ascend to Heaven. 
He prays passionately for the people of Uyghur; 
he prays for God to work in them, to raise them 
Prayer for the nations
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allow Bloomberg to hang on to billions more. 
 The second reason Bloomberg sucks 
is an issue which is all too commonplace 
in centerstage American culture: sexual 
harassment and assault. Bloomberg has had 
65 sexual assault, harassment, and misconduct 
accusations brought against him since 1969. He 
has continually degraded women, and members 
of the LGBTQ community. Bloomberg is on 
record in a book he wrote under his own name, 
saying “I know for a fact that any self-respecting 
woman who walks past a construction site and 
doesn’t get a whistle will turn around and walk 
past again and again until she does get one.” 
Not only is this out of touch and downright 
offensive, it is one of the least-aggressive in his 
history of remarks. In one lawsuit, Bloomberg 
is reported to have told an employee multiple 
times to get an abortion as to not miss work for 
maternity leave. The employee had her child and 
left the company. For all the allegations brought 
against the candidate, there is also an unknown 
amount of Non-Disclosure Agreements which 
Bloomberg refuses to make public. 
 On the issue of policy, Bloomberg adds 
nothing to the conversation in the already 
crowded democratic field. His policies are weak 
and centrist at best, and borderline Republican 
at worst. Bloomberg, it is worth noting, spent 
time in the Republican party in the past for 
attempts at different offices, and only changed 
to be a Democrat in recent years. He is a member 
of the party in name only. Bloomberg is an 
obscenely wealthy, alleged sexual predator and 
political opportunist who has no reason to be 
in the political landscape in such a challenging 
cycle. He would be much better off supporting 
the candidates from outside the ring, or better 
yet keeping his Franklin-the turtle-looking-self 
off the stage completely. 
Bloomberg sucks
Caleb M. S— Staff Writer
Recent opinion pieces have run in the 
Diamond calling for unison between parties 
and condemning actions of particular political 
leaders, adding to a broader narrative of 
gratuitous political commentary present during 
this frenzied election season. I am going to 
be more direct and possibly abrasive than my 
peers, because surprise, I have strong feelings! 
Short and simple: Mike Bloomberg sucks. 
 Let’s examine Bloomberg from a non-
political standpoint first, and then come back 
for a look at his policies. First: Mike Bloomberg 
is extremely rich. Like, extremely rich. You 
simply do not become worth $60 billion 
without extorting, exploiting, and abusing your 
way to the top. Because of this vast wealth, 
Bloomberg is able to buy up every available 
second of ad time on relevant networks and run 
ads that feel more impersonal and out of touch 
than your racist uncle at Thanksgiving trying 
to talk to your foreign exchange roommate. 
Bloomberg also owns one of the largest news 
conglomerations in the United States, which 
funnels wealth into his pocket, while subtly 
expanding his propaganda-like messages. 
 Since launching his campaign, Bloomberg 
has spent over $450 million on ads, more than 
likely everyone reading this combined will 
generate in their lifetimes. The candidate claims 
to be running for the best interests of America, 
but would be much better suited spending 
this money to support other candidates, local 
and senate elections, donating to fight global 
warming, and a host of other issues. The 
Bloomberg campaign complained of vandalism 
(the alleged vandalism was actually a spray 
painted piece of cardboard taped to the building) 
against one of their field offices in Flint MI, 
where residents have been without clean water 
for 2,135 days. It would cost an estimated $55 
million to replace the contaminated pipes in 
the city, a mere 12% of the ad spending for his 
campaign, or less than a tenth of a percent of his 
actual wealth. 
 On the issue of wealth, Bloomberg has 
most commonly attacked Elizabeth Warren and 
Bernie Sanders, two candidates well known for 
their desire to tax the wealthy for the benefit of 
all people in the United States. Under Elizabeth 
Warren’s tax plan, Bloomberg would pay $6 
billion next year, a massive amount to you and 
me, but marginal to the billionaire. Bloomberg, 
likely, sees this whole President thing as 
a means by which to maintain and expand 
his wealth, not unlike Trump. The hundreds 
of millions of dollars spent on this election 
campaign are a mere defense and precaution to 
she can’t work on that until after she finishes at 
her job at 5. Over the weekends, homework can 
take up to eight hours. She averages about six 
hours of sleep a night.
“But it’s worth it and I wouldn’t change it,” 
Johnston said. “I’d rather be busy than bored.”
Sundays are planning days for Johnston. 
She sees what assignments are due during the 
week and plans out when to devote her time to 
homework.
“I plan it to a T,” Johnston said. “I have a 
calendar on my wall with my schedule, but I 
know that sometimes I have to take it with a 
grain of salt. I can plan my time, but changes 
and last minute things happen. And I’m okay 
with that.”
Alicia Bonestroo— Staff Writer
Meet Sarina Johnston, a senior at Dordt, 
majoring in Graphic Design and Marketing. 
She is currently taking 19 credits and is 
working up to 16 hours a week. Sarina also has 
a theatre scholarship, so she is heavily involved 
in the theatre department. She is designing for 
two of the three shows this semester. She is also 
president of the Magic: The Gathering club, and 
she is currently in the process of planning her 
senior art exhibit with Allison Wordes.
Safe to say, Johnston is a busy woman. And 
she claims that she started that in high school.
Back in high school, Johnston had a full class 
day. Plus, she was involved in theatre, speech, 
band, three honor societies, and was a roadie 
for her high school’s jazz band. She was also 
on band council, the K-Club board, and took 
online college courses.
“I felt the need to continue being busy in 
college, because I had this opportunity to 
do things. And I wanted to do it, I wanted to 
make it work. Even if it takes away from other 
things, I make it balance.” She laughs a bit from 
where we are talking backstage at Everything is 
Wonderful. She didn’t even have time for us to 
talk otherwise.
So what does she sacrifice to make everything 
work? Sleep and social time. Every day, Johnston 
gets about three to four hours of homework, and 
Balancing school and 
work: Sarina Johnston
Make me commissioner, 
please
Connor Van Hulzen — Staff Writer 
The commissioners of the four major sports 
leagues in America – Adam Silver, Rob 
Manfred, Roger Goodell, and Gary Bettman – 
are arguably the most influential people in North 
American sports today. Given that importance, 
it’s hard to understand how four people who are 
so terrible at their jobs have been allowed to 
keep these positions of prominence.
 The drive to modernize sports has started to 
reach too far. Some of the steps taken by these 
commissioners are starting to ruin the sports 
that so many people love. Within the past year, 
Silver proposed a mid-season tournament in 
the NBA. Manfred has suggested changes to 
MLB’s playoff format which would allow teams 
to potentially choose their opponents. Goodell 
has proposed more alterations to the already 
extremely entertaining NFL playoff system. 
Bettman and the NHL seem to enter labor 
disputes every other season.
 For these reasons and so many others, I, 
Connor Van Hulzen, am asking you to support 
me in my endeavor to become the first person 
to ever be the commissioner of all four sports 
leagues at once. I am pretty sure I could do a 
better job managing all four leagues than these 
four could do managing one each.
 The most notable and misguided act by a 
commissioner recently was the handling of 
the Houston Astros cheating by the Manfred 
and the MLB. The Astros were found guilty 
of using technological assistance to steal 
opponents’ signs. The football equivalent would 
be listening in on the opposing coach call a play 
and signaling to players what play was about to 
be run.
 Manfred and MLB suspended the Astros’ 
manager and general manager for a year each, 
fined the Astros $5 million, and took away 
four draft picks over two years. No players 
who participated were punished at all. It has 
been confirmed that the scheme was used in 
the playoffs, during a season in which the 
Astros would win the World Series, and yet, 
the Astros escaped essentially unscathed. The 
commissioner refused to take away the Astros’ 
World Series trophy and when asked about the 
matter in an interview with ESPN Manfred said, 
“The idea of an asterisk or asking for a piece of 
metal back seems like a futile act.” (Emphasis 
added.) The commissioner of a sport referring 
to his league’s championship trophy as “a piece 
of metal” is a terrible misunderstanding of what 
is important to fans and players.
 Roger Goodell, commissioner of the NFL 
is also notable for some very questionable 
decisions. From his disbelieving stance on the 
problems of CTE to the obsession with adding 
more games onto the NFL season to the judge 
jury and executioner role he gave himself when 
determining punishments for off-the-field 
problems, Goodell has faced his fair share of 
critics. Goodell makes unilateral decisions and 
faces no repercussions. 
His recently announced plan to add another 
team from each conference to the playoffs would 
result in only one team from each conference 
getting a bye – something that can be viewed 
as a net positive due to the competition for the 
top becoming more exciting. Or, it could be 
viewed as a net loss due to the fact that if the 
playoff structure had been in place this season, 
an 8-8 Pittsburgh Steelers team would have had 
the honor of participating in the NFL playoffs. 
No one wants to watch more bad football than 
they have to, so a simple solution is to not let as 
many bad teams into the playoffs.
Due simply to the words “count constraint,” 
I can’t dive as deeply into Silver and Bettman 
– but just know that they are also pretty bad at 
their jobs. I will, however, give Silver credit for 
being the lesser of the evils and the best out of 
the four.
 As commissioner of the four major sports 
leagues, I will provide the fans of these sports 
with the highest quality entertainment and will 
do away with the terrible decision-making 
that fans have had to deal with over the years. 
Oh, and the Green Bay Packers and New York 
Yankees will be contracted. Sorry folks, that’s 
just how it’s got to be.
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“But it’s worth it and 
I wouldn’t change it”
 The second and more pressing reason I 
dislike Baby Nut is due to precedent. The 
death of Mr. Peanut not only sets a dangerous 
precedent for branding, but also enforces pre-
existing brand trends. One such trend is the 
personified brand. Brands have had mascots 
for years, that’s nothing new. Tony the Tiger, 
Chester Cheetah, Mr. Clean, all more or less 
harmless. These mascots have adorned the 
labels of our favorite cereals, snack foods, and 
cleaning supplies for decades. They help us to 
recognize specific products and their smiling 
faces are contagious? How could we hate 
Lucky Charms? There’s a happy leprechaun 
on the box! Don’t you want to be a happy 
leprechaun?
 In recent years, however, branding has 
changed. It started on Twitter, where branded 
accounts began to act less like commercials 
and more like people. Wendy’s would make 
fun of McDonalds. Arby’s would post fun little 
cardboard models. Sunny D would seemingly 
imply that it would imminently commit suicide. 
Wait, what? Was the popular children’s fake-
orange juice drink really going there? Soon, 
every brand on Twitter became a corporate 
marketing ploy hiding behind the mask of a real 
Zach Dirksen- Staff Writer
On January 22, America and the world at 
large mourned the untimely death of Mr. 
Peanut. Peanut, last seen travelling with his 
two presumed best friends, actor and convicted 
criminal Wesley Snipes, and television character 
actor Matt Walsh, shuffled off this mortal coil 
by way of falling from a cliff and being caught 
in a subsequent vehicle explosion. 
 On Super Bowl Sunday, weeks later, Mr. 
Peanut was resurrected. After sprouting up from 
his grave, thanks to a life-giving tear from the 
Kool-Aid Man, Mr. Peanut was reborn as Baby 
Nut, an honest-to-God abomination, set loose 
by Planters upon an unsuspecting world.
 I do not like Baby Nut. For multiple reasons. 
I shall explain in the following. 
Remember Baby Yoda? That little guy was 
really cute. After being introduced in The 
Mandalorian, Baby Yoda took the world by 
storm, spawning fan theories, memes, and an 
overnight marketing craze that fast-tracked 
Baby Yoda merch to store shelves at a record-
setting rate. It is impossible to look at Baby Nut 
and not make a connection to Baby Yoda. After 
Disney’s newfound baby craze, why shouldn’t 
Kraft-Heinz get in on the action?
The ballad of baby nut: why personified brands are 
the worst
person. A person so real it seemed to have the 
same problems as consumers.
 Then, Mr. Peanut died of a car explosion. 
Brand mascots can now die. Mr. Peanut now 
seems just as human as any of us. After all, 
mascots don’t show age or injury, just minor 
aesthetic changes as times change. But Mr. 
Peanut was dead. And then, Baby Nut.
 In the ultimate bait-and-switch, Planter’s 
Peanuts first tapped into the ever-present angst 
and moroseness of the young adult mind by 
killing their mascot, and then tapped into an 
equally ubiquitous love of comfort and cuteness 
that young adults also enjoy. 
Manipulation has always been a staple of 
advertising. From insisting cocaine was a great 
way to calm your teething baby to a literal Baby 
Nut, rising from the grave like some sort of 
legume savior, ads have always and will always 
do what needs to be done to sell their product. 
But don’t be fooled by this trend of relatable, 
personified branding. Their bottom line hasn’t 
changed. What has changed is their target. 
Young adults have become aware of the 
world’s problems. We see the effects of the 
current system, and some hope is lost. College 
has become more expensive, healthcare is a 
mess, and we’re all still waiting for that income 
to trickle down to the middle and working 
classes. Money isn’t easy to come by and 
choosing how to spend what little we have is 
difficult. 
What we don’t need, in my opinion, is 
corporations and their marketing teams 
manipulating our uncertainty and unique 
perspective with relatable, personified schemes. 
They don’t see us as people, so why should we 
return the favor? 
Death to Baby Nut. 
harder. Through the long hours of practice, the 
seven people have built strong friendships and 
made many good memories. They encourage 
each other after practice. 
 “Many things happened during the practice. 
Like, some messed up and we all [teased them] 
about it,” said Dareen Christabel, a junior 
psychology student. 
  For Lee, TX means a lot. She has been in 
TX twice, and this is the last one she’ll compete 
in before she graduates. 
“I know it’s a lot of time and commitment 
for my friends, but once the performance is 
done everyone will be so overwhelmed by the 
result,” Lee said.
“but once the 
performance is done 
everyone will be so 
overwhelmed by the 
result.”




falls flat, at best, and at worst sounds borderline 
misogynistic. The decision to include Lil Dicky 
on the album is also questionable at best; the 
rapper faced appropriate backlash when his 
song “Freaky Friday” was released, detailing 
how Dicky wishes he could have convicted 
abuser Chris Brown’s life. 
Revisiting the musical aspects of Changes, 
the album fails to deliver the punch that hits 
like “Sorry” have had in the past. Bieber is 
completely capable of writing songs that are 
deserving of the gratuitous radio time he has 
been accustomed to in the past decade, but 
no song off this most recent project should be 
honored with excessive time on the airwaves. 
“Yummy,” the lead single, details how Bieber’s 
wife has “that yummy yum, that yummy yum, 
that yummy yum” for three and a half minutes 
too long. In fact, the most egregious offense of 
this otherwise bland album is the inclusion of 
two versions of “Yummy,” in the track listing. 
Changes fails to deliver the punch long-
suffering Bieber fans deserve, and Justin would 
be in better company with Chance the Rapper 
as they tell each other over and over how much 
they love their wives  for all eternity, than 
subjecting his listeners to his feelings about 
sleeping with Hailey. 
Justin Bieber Changes review- 
what has changed?
Caleb M.S. — Staff Writer
 Look, I get it. It’s not cool or fresh to hate 
on Justin Bieber. Everyone and their mother in 
the music critic world has rather harsh thoughts 
on anything Bieber has done to this point. 
When he rose to fame as a teenager, I myself 
expressed my general displeasure in this young, 
whiny, crooning child singing manufactured 
pop ballads and selling out stadiums. However, 
it is worth noting Bieber has not had an easy 
time of his abrupt rise to fame. Other artists 
even notice and appreciate his struggles. Hobo 
Johnson writes in “Ode To Justin Bieber” off of 
his recent and excellent album The Fall of Hobo 
Johnson: “Justin Bieber never even got fair 
f— shake/ If you buy your mom a house when 
you’re thirteen / You gon’ be f— up mentally, 
you know?” Bieber himself notes his fall into 
the use of hard drugs as a 19-year-old, and the 
singer notably cut his Purpose tour short by 14 
shows due to “personal circumstances.” 
Changes finds a newly married, newly sober 
Bieber five years-post Purpose, and supposedly 
refocused. Changes sets out to explore the 
life of a 25-year-old married pop star and the 
larger implications of a whirlwind of public 
image issues resulting from his skyrocketing to 
fame. It is a trope as old as the music industry. 
Seemingly every major artist who rapidly rose 
to fame feels obligated to provide a dialogue of 
how it affected them, how they rediscovered 
themselves, their coping with substances more 
often than not, and so on and so forth. Bieber, 
though well intentioned, instead released an 
album with the repetitiveness of Chance the 
Rapper’s The Big Day, and the blandness of 
Taylor Swift’s Lover. (Both of these albums 
have been reviewed previously and are available 
online through the Diamond’s website.)
Changes is not a bad album. Simply put, after 
five years and a major life shift, the general 
populace expected more from Bieber. Instead, 
the result of the hiatus was a pseudo R&B album 
with boring trap beats and features who are not 
given the chance to really shine. Additionally, 
some of the content of the pop-king’s latest 
work is troubling. Bieber speaks often on his 
marriage (much like Chance in The Big Day) 
and the joys of married sex. The song “Yummy,” 
though offensive in sheer repetitiveness and 
overall quality, is the least offensive in content. 
Lines like “Shout-out to your mom and dad for 
makin’ you / Standin’ ovation, they did a great 
job raisin’ you” on “Intentions,” and “Heart full 
of equity, you’re an asset” on the same song 
make the new marriage between Bieber and 
supermodel Hailey (formerly Baldwin) appear 
transactional, shallow, and manufactured--
much like the album as a whole. 
Despite attempting to appear as a swooning 
young adult in love, Bieber comes off as 
unsettling and unconvinced of his own feelings. 
Lyrical content throughout the entire project 
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Caleb Pollema — Staff Writer
 
 The thrill of victory and the agony 
of defeat:  Defender fans felt both at the 
basketball programs on Wednesday night with 
the completion of the first round of GPAC 
tournament games.
Both the men’s and women’s teams hoped to 
host conference tournament games. This goal 
became a reality on Wednesday night with the 
women’s team holding the fourth seed and the 
men holding the third seed in their respective 
tournaments.
 In the first game, the women’s team hosted 
NAIA National champions from two years ago, 
the Dakota Wesleyan Tigers. The fifth-seeded 
Tigers were ranked 15th nationally coming into 
the game and the Defenders were ranked 12th.
The Defenders started the game strong and 
ended the first quarter of play with a 22-19 lead. 
However, the Tigers made some adjustments at 
the break and go on a 17-0 run.
 During that time, Dordt was held scoreless 
for nearly six minutes in the quarter. The 
Defenders lacked communication on defense 
that resulted in the big run for the Tigers.
“There were a couple of times where our 
help side was not there to help with drives 
to the basket and post touches,” said Annie 
Rhinesmith, a senior guard for Dordt.
The Defenders cut into the Dakota Wesleyan 
lead and headed to the locker room at the half 
trailing, 38-33.
 With a slow start in the rearview mirror, 
the Defenders made several adjustments at 
halftime. They were determined to outwork the 
Tigers in all areas of the game throughout the 
second half. 
 Outwork them they did. Dordt outscored 
Dakota Wesleyan, 42-17 in the second half.
 “At halftime, we regrouped and reminded 
ourselves that we cannot beat them individually 
but only together,” Rhinesmith said.
 The Defenders played suffocating press 
defense and battled for every loose ball during 
the final two quarters of play. This toughness 
was rewarded in a 75-55 victory. 
 With the win, Dordt will head to top-seeded 
Concordia on Saturday for the right to play in 
the GPAC Conference Championship game. 
The Defenders will have the opportunity to play 
last year’s national champion and try to get a 
win at a place that no one on the team has ever 
won at. Dordt has not won at Concordia in over 
four years. 
 The Defenders are excited for another 
opportunity to compete against one of the 
nation’s best. 
 “We are at our absolute best when everyone 
is contributing, whether on the court or on the 
bench, because we know our teammates have 
our back,” said senior guard, Payton Harmsen. 
This confidence and trust will carry the 
Defenders as they head into their matchup on 
Saturday.
 In the second game of the evening, the 19th 
ranked men’s team faced the Mounty Marty 
Lancers.
 The Defenders started strong but weathered 
a 17-1 run by the Lancers. Dordt cut into the 
Mounty Marty lead and headed into the locker 
room down 33-30 at the break.
 The second half went back and forth with 
many lead changes. The game came down to the 
final seconds. Trailing 73-71 with 16 seconds 
remaining, Dordt guard Jesse Jansma hit a big 
three-pointer that gave them a one-point lead.
 On the ensuing possession, Mount Marty’s 
Jonah Larson made a layup to give the Lancers 
the victory, 75-74.
 With this loss, the Dordt men’s basketball 
team will have to wait and see if they get a bid 
to the NAIA National Tournament. 




    Instrumental Ensembles Concert, BJ Haan 
Auditorium, 7:30pm
Wed. Mar 4
    Choral Ensembles Concert, BJ Haan 
Auditorium, 7:30pm
Thurs. Mar 5
    Men’s and Women’s Track and Field, NAIA 
National Championship @ Brookings, SD. All 
Day
Fri. March 6
    Spring Break begins, 8am
    Men’s and Women’s Track and Field, NAIA 
National Championship @ Brookings, SD. All 
Day
    Men’s Hockey vs. Kansas @ Brookfield 
Wisconsin, 12pm.
    Men’s Varsity Volleyball vs. Jamestown. @
Jamestown SD, 6pm.
Sat. Mar 7
    Men’s and Women’s Track and Field, NAIA 
National Championship @ Brookings, SD. All 
Day
    Men’s Baseball vs. Briar Cliff @ Tucson 
Arizona, 10am.
    Men’s Varsity Volleyball vs. Lincoln @ 
Dordt, 1pm 
SONG BREAKDOWN 
Will Listen to Again: 
N/A
Delightfully Meh: 
“Forever (ft. Post Malone and 
Clever)
Get Me (ft. Kehlani)”
Changes 
“E.T.A.”





“At Least for Now”
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